
 

March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you so much for the support we have received since the government announcement 
regarding school closure. This is a difficult time for everyone and we know the news will 
have come as a surprise for many and is causing concern. 
 
You may be aware that the government have now issued further guidance around the 
definition of keyworkers. However, we would like to stress that the government have also 
said: 
 “The principle is that if children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the 
chance of the virus spreading. The Government is asking parents to keep their 
children at home, wherever possible – schools will remain open only for those 
children who absolutely need to attend.” 
“If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be as the fewer children 
making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the 
risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society.”  
 
Given other measures announced by the government regarding self-isolation for people with 
underlying health issues, we are operating on reduced staffing levels. We will always do what we 
can but we urge parents to adhere to the guidance above to help us in supporting parents, carers 
and pupils who need this the most and to limit the risk of infection.   We urge you, please, to consider 
this very carefully as we will have to close our doors fully if we cannot guarantee the safety of 
children. 
 
Therefore, if your child is attending school, they will be expected to arrive for 8:45am and leave at 
3:10pm.  They will be in full school uniform with appropriate equipment ready for learning, which will 
include a PE kit on Wednesday and Friday. They should bring a packed lunch, although there will 
be limited cold food on offer to buy.  Children eligible for FSM will of course be entitled to a free cold 
meal.  The buses should be running as normal, but we would advise parents and carers to check 
this for themselves.  If your child is not attending school and is entitled to a free school meal, we will 
have these available for collection at the normal lunch time. 
 
If your child is at home, we will use two methods to communicate work for home study to our 
students: 
 

1. Firstly, we have created a “Home Study” section on our school website where all year groups 
have subjects resources for them to use whilst at home.  The page can be located from our 
home page using the “Students” tab on the menu.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will also 
be able to access staff emails here and additional websites that will be useful for further study. 

 
2. In addition to these resources, teachers will be setting class work using the Go4schools 

Home Work App, which should come through to your usual device. They will set work 
according to the amount of curriculum time they would have with the students, but this may 
not be a daily update and should be managed by students and parents. 
If any help is needed to access or login to this please contact 
passwords@thecoleshillschool.org  

 
The amount of work to expect will vary depending on each year group.  In Year 8, we are expecting 
students to complete daily work in all three core subjects, plus one other subject.  The work set will 
include recall activities to improve their memory retrieval, practice questions to apply their knowledge 
and further reading and research to broaden their understanding.  
 A typical working day for your child might look like this 
 

Session one English 

Session two Maths 

Session three  Science 

Session four History, Geography, Language/ 
PE, Art, Drama, Dance, Business Studies, Health & Social Care, 
Technology 

 
 
We want to reassure our students, and their families, that we are committed to their needs and are 
working to provide an education, which can provide some stability and structure during these ever-
changing times.  We are grateful for your support and understanding and would like take this 
opportunity to wish you and your family well for the future. 
Please check our website regularly for updates to the Home Study area and any further notices. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs Karen Robinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
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