
 

23rd November 2020 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 

 
I hope you and your loved ones area well.  I wanted to write to update you, after what has been an 
exceptionally busy two weeks dealing with increased cases of Covid-19.  I am sure you will have seen on 
the news that the increase in cases is an issue both nationally and within our area.  It is only to be expected 
that schools see increases in cases and what we are experiencing mirrors that of other schools across the 
region. 
 
The impact of the virus is being seen not just in student cases, but also in staff too. I praised the resilience 
and adaptability of both teachers and students in my blog on Friday:-  
(https://thecoleshillschool.org/uploads/PDF/Headteachers_Blog/2020-2021/2020.11.20-
Headteachers_Blog_20th_November.pdf ).   
 
We currently have a variety of teaching methods including: students being taught as normal in class, 
students being taught live at home, students in Key Stage 4 and 5 being dialed in to join some of their 
normal lessons, students learning from the remote activities and lessons posted by teachers on Microsoft 
TEAMS. 
 
We have had a number of cases in Year 9, which led me liaising with Public Health and closing this year 
group for one week. Year 9 families have received a separate letter about this. We have also had cases in 
Year 7, as they are not in option blocks, we aiming to keep the year in school by combining some classes. 
Year 11 are due back to school tomorrow, but we have asked a number of Y11 families to get tested, on 
the advice of Public Health, alongside their siblings. As a result of this we have had some positive cases 
reported over the weekend and today. 

 
I want to assure you that our first priority, when we get a confirmed case, is to contact trace potential 
contacts and to avoid closing a year group. We always liaise with Public Health when making the decision 
to keep a year group or specific class bubbles at home.  However, where there are multiple cases within a 
year group, or class, this sometimes needs to be done. Our social distancing measures, such as staggered 
break and lunch, the wearing of face masks at all movement times and strict ready to learn routines 
continue to be reinforced and are enabling us to send home only the close contacts in most cases; these 
students will have been given an individual letter and will be staying at home for 14 days from the point of 
contact. 

 

This letter is to inform you of the current situation and provide advice on how to support your child. Please 

be reassured that for most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 
 
The school remains open and your child should continue to attend if they remain well. 

 

Please can I ask you to remind your child to observe the national guidance, during this current period of 

lockdown so that they are doing all they can to prevent the spread of the virus in the local community.  

 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19  

 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they must not come to school and should remain at home 

for at least 10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible 

for testing and this can be arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.   

 

 

https://thecoleshillschool.org/uploads/PDF/Headteachers_Blog/2020-2021/2020.11.20-Headteachers_Blog_20th_November.pdf
https://thecoleshillschool.org/uploads/PDF/Headteachers_Blog/2020-2021/2020.11.20-Headteachers_Blog_20th_November.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test


 

 
All other household members who remain well, must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. 
This includes anyone in your ‘Support Bubble’. 

 

Further information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-

guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection  

 

The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. 

 

Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken within the 

home.  

 

If you require help with buying groceries, other shopping or picking up medication, or walking a dog, you 

should ask friends or family. Alternatively, you can order your shopping online and medication by phone or 

online. 

 

Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the 

household could pass on to others in the community 

 

If you are able, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying health 

conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation period. 

 

Symptoms 

 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

 

 a new continuous cough 

 a high temperature 

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

 

If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/. If you are 

concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 
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How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-

19 
 

Do 

 wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  

 use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

 wash your hands as soon as you get home 

 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 

sneeze 

 put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

 

 

Further Information 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

 

If you wish to view any of our School Management Plan or any of the relevant documentation around Covid 

19 then these can be accessed at https://atlp.org.uk/files/2020/09/TCS-Mnaagement-Plan-New-2020.pdf  

 

Thank for your ongoing support. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ian Smith-Childs 

Headteacher 
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