
 

12th March 2021  
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
 
Re: A level and Applied grading arrangements 2021  
 
It was lovely to welcome students back to school this week and return to some semblance of normality in 
terms of teaching and learning. Students are to be commended for their attitude and approach to online 
learning, which was overwhelmingly positive, and the manner in which they have approached their studies 
this week. 
 
I am now writing to explain how the final TAG (Teacher Assessed Grade) will be determined so that students 
can be reassured about the process, timetable and rationale for arriving at these grades. We are confident 
that this is a clear and robust process based on the arrangements published by Ofqual and derived from 
work within the Arthur Terry Learning Partnership (ATLP) partnership and with our own teaching staff. 
  
The information detailed in this letter is written under the assumption that we will now be back at school 
for the remainder of this academic year. Should circumstances change, we will review arrangements at that 
point and modify, if necessary, our plans.  
 
Ofqual have specified that: 
 

 Teacher assessed grades should be based on a range of evidence, which could include: exam style 
assessments, Non Examination Assessments (NEAs), classwork, such as responses in times 
conditions, and practical assessment.  

 

 Teacher assessed grades will be based on the evidence available from your child’s performance 
over the course.  

 
Assessments  
The school needs to be confident in the grading process it adopts. We want to ensure a robust process that 
reflects best practice in teacher assessment. In line with the Ofqual guidance, we do not propose to hold 
full examinations this year. Rather, we intend to conduct three assessment periods between now and Friday 
28th May. During each assessment period, students will sit an assessment in each of their subjects. These 
assessments will be shorter than the full examinations and will be conducted during timetabled lessons 
under exam conditions. (Any students with special access arrangements will have these considered during 
these assessments). Each of these assessment periods will be preceded by revision lessons based on specific 
areas of the specification; these will be communicated to students in advance allowing students to focus 
their revision activities effectively.  
  



 

 
How will the Assessment Series work?  

 

 Teachers are designing short assessments, based on the format and content of the usual 
examination papers for Assessment Window 1. 

 Exam boards will be producing ‘mini-assessment’ materials which will allow a choice of topics for 
teachers. These materials will be available at the end of March and will be used for Assessment 
Windows 2 and 3. Teachers will select the questions that complement the revision activities they 
undertake with students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following the teacher marking of these assessments, we will: 
 

 Undertake a quality assurance exercise to ensure consistency in the process of arriving at teacher 
assessed grades both within and between subjects  

 Work with the other schools in the Arthur Terry Learning Partnership to ensure consistency 

 Undertake final quality assurance processes within school before ratification from the ATLP 

 

This process may then be subject to quality assurance from the exam boards to ensure consistency across 
different schools and different subjects. We are confident our process will allow us to provide clear 
evidence to external agencies of how we calculated our TAGs. 

 

Although these assessments are important, I would like to reassure students and parents that the final TAG 
grade will also consider other work and assessments undertaken by students throughout the course with 
particular weighting given to prior assessment produced under timed or exam conditions. Additionally, no 
new content will be taught before the assessments allowing students to focus all their energies on revision 
and preparation. 

 

 

 

 

Week Beginning In class activity 

8th March Revision lessons 

15th March Revision lessons   

22nd March IN SCHOOL ASSESSMENT  SERIES 1 

29th March IN SCHOOL ASSESSMENT SERIES 1 

                               EASTER HOLIDAYS 

19th April Revision lessons  

26th April IN SCHOOL ASSESSMENT SERIES 2  

3rd May Revision lessons 

10th May Revision lessons 

17th May IN SCHOOL ASSESSMENT  WINDOW 3 

24th May IN SCHOOL ASSESSMENT  WINDOW 3 

                                   MAY HALF TERM 

7TH-18TH June  Moderation and quality assurance avctivities  

18th June Final Teacher Assessed Grades submitted to exam boards  



 

 

Students studying subjects that have an NEA/coursework component will still be required to complete this 
work which will be graded and used in lieu of one of the assessment windows. 

 

Students studying BTEC or applied subjects will complete assignment work as directed by their teacher. 
They will not complete exam based assessments in the 3 assessment windows. 

 

Please be reassured that the whole process is designed to positively support students to achieve the best 
possible outcome and if students engage fully with the process and undertake effective revision and 
preparation, they will have every opportunity to achieve their potential.  

 

As always, if you have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact Mr Owen or me via the e-mails below. 

Yours faithfully 

 

D Howard   
 

D. Howard 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

Mr Howard – howard.d@thecoleshillschool.org 

Mr Owen – owen.g@thecoleshillschool.org  

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:howard.d@thecoleshillschool.org
mailto:owen.g@thecoleshillschool.org

