Exam Walk-Through
GCSE English Language
Component 1
th
20 Century Literature Reading and
Creative Prose Writing

What do I need before I begin?
•
•
•
•

•
•

A printed copy of the Eduqas summer
2018 Component 1 Question Paper and
Resource Material
An answer booklet / lined paper
A pen/pencil/ruler
Highlighters - at least three different
colours
A watch/timer
Post-it notes

What Component 1 is all about
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This paper is Component 1 20th Century Literature Reading
and Creative Prose Writing
It assesses a number of skills including information retrieval,
analysis of a writer’s techniques, evaluation and creative
writing
The paper is made up of 2 sections. Section A assesses
your reading skills and Section B assesses your writing
skills
In Section A you need to answer all 5 questions (total
marks 40)
In Section B you choose one title out of four for your
creative prose writing (total marks 40)
The exam lasts 1hour and 45 minutes
It is worth 40% of the overall qualification

What should I do first?
1. Read the front cover of the exam paper.

What should I do first?

2. Make sure your name, candidate
number and centre number are on
your answer booklet.
3. In order to answer the questions in
Section A, you need to read the
Resource Material. Read it twice.

What should I do first?

Read Question 01.
Read lines 1-6.
List five things you learn about Emma in these lines.
[5 marks]

How do I tackle Q01?
Assessment Objective: AO1 the ability to identify explicit and implicit information
and ideas.
Suggested time for answering: 4 MINUTES
Marks available [5 marks]
Approach:
Step 1 Read Q01 TWICE and and highlight key words/commands/focus
of question.
Step 2 Re-read the part of the text you are directed to. Use a ruler and a pencil to
‘box off’ this part of the text so you don’t go outside the lines given in the
question.
Step 3 Highlight at least 5 words/phrases in the text to answer the question.
Step 4 Review what you have highlighted in light of the key words from the
question.
Step 5 Identify which pieces of information best answer the question set.
Step 6 Write the required number of points from your selected information for
your answer to Question 01.
TOP TIPS – bullet point responses are fine for this question. If you can find one or
two extra points, add them in. This will maximise your chance of full marks.

Unpacking the Question

‘List’ is a command word
which indicates bullet
points can be used to
answer the question
Box off the
lines

Number of
points
needed
Focus of
question

Note available
marks and
allocate time
accordingly

How do I tackle Q01?
Emma was always falling in love. She thought that for her it was a lot
like skydiving: you leap impulsively into the air and trust your parachute
will open. The men she fell in love with were usually married, and awful
as well. Her friends tried to find nice men for her but these kind, polite
men didn’t interest her. She usually wanted men who were successful
and she could look up to, which often meant that they had no real time
for anyone else, including Emma. Why she couldn’t spot this kind of
man a mile off was a mystery but she was fearless.

How do I tackle question Q1?
What are the features of a successful answer?
• Points are relevant to the question and concise
• Evidence used is precise and well-chosen
• The section of text is tracked carefully
• At least five clear, separate points are made

How do I tackle question Q01?
Marking Scheme for Q01

What should I do next?

Read Question 02.
Read lines 7-16.
What impressions does the writer create of Emma
and Robbie in these lines?
You must refer to the language used in the text to
support your answer, using relevant subject
terminology where appropriate.
[5 marks]

How do I tackle Q02?
Assessment Objective: AO2 the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use
language to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate.
Suggested time for answering: 5-6 MINUTES
Marks available [5 marks]
Approach:
Step 1 Read Q02 TWICE and and highlight key words/commands/focus of question.
Step 2 Re-read the part of the text you are directed to. Use a ruler and a pencil to ‘box
off’ this part of the text so you don’t go outside the lines given in the question.
Step 3 Highlight words/phrases in the text which will help you answer the question.
Step 4 Review what you have highlighted in light of the key words from the question.
Step 5 Identify which pieces of information best answer the question set.
Step 6 Write your answer using your selected information.
TOP TIPS – Track through the section of text methodically and only use subject terminology if
you think it is relevant.

Unpacking the Question

Read lines 7-16.

Don’t use any
evidence from
outside these lines

What does this
mean?

What impressions does the writer create of Emma and Robbie in
these lines? [5 marks]
What words and phrases used
by the writer help create
impressions? What evidence
will you use?

Character focus
of the question

You must refer to the language used in the text to support your
answer, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

How do I tackle Q02?
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was
twenty years older than her, a stocky, red-bearded Scot who
was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for
shyness. She thought he was more mature than he was and
therefore difficult to understand. During the early stage of their
relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on
purpose. They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a
house that belonged to a friend. They were there for two
weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the
need for some time apart from Robbie, although she still loved
him as much as ever. Emma, who was more physically
adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she
would climb up cliffs or make her way along slippery ledges
visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with her
but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.

How do I tackle Q02?
At this time in her life Emma was in love with Robbie. He was
twenty years older than her, a stocky, red-bearded Scot who
was well known for his grumpiness. Emma mistook it for
shyness. She thought he was more mature than he was and
therefore difficult to understand. During the early stage of their
relationship, Emma almost killed Robbie. She didn’t do it on
purpose. They were on a Caribbean island and staying in a
house that belonged to a friend. They were there for two
weeks and by the end of the first one, Emma was feeling the
need for some time apart from Robbie, although she still
loved him as much as ever. Emma, who was more physically
adventurous, began to go for long walks. Sometimes she
would climb up cliffs, or make her way along slippery ledges
visible only at low tide. Occasionally Robbie would go with her
but more often he would stay at the house and sulk.

How do I tackle question Q02?
What are the features of a successful answer?
• The section of text is tracked carefully
• Evidence used is precise and well-chosen
• The focus is on impressions of the named characters

How do I tackle question Q02?
Marking Scheme for Q02 can be accessed here.
The question is marked in bands, based on the clarity of your impressions and the
evidence you select to support your points. The indicative content (some things
candidates might pick up on) is below:

What should I do next?

Read Question 03.
Read lines 17-30.

How does the writer show the character of Emma in
these lines? You should write about:
•
what Emma does in these lines
•
the writer’s use of language to show her
character
You must refer to the language used in the text to support your
answer, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate.
[10 marks]

How do I tackle Q03?
Assessment Objective: AO2 the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use
language to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate.
Suggested time for answering: 10-12 MINUTES
Marks available [10 marks]
Approach:
Step 1 Read Q03 TWICE and highlight key words/commands/focus of the question.
Step 2 Re-read the part of the text you are directed to. Use a ruler and a pencil to ‘box
off’ this part of the text so you don’t go outside the lines given in the question.
Step 3 Highlight words/phrases in the text which will help you to answer the
question.
Step 4 Review what you have highlighted in light of the key words from the question.
Step 5 Identify which pieces of information best answer the question set.
Step 6 Write your answer using your selected information.
TOP TIPS – This is a 10 mark question. You will need to make a range of points and track
through the section of text methodically. Use the bullet points to help guide you.

Unpacking the question

Read lines 17-30.

Don’t use any evidence from
outside these lines

How does the writer show the character of Emma in
these lines? You should write about:
•
•

Focus of
question. Keep
this is mind

what Emma does in these lines
the writer’s use of language to show her
character

You must refer to the language used in the text to support your
answer, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate.
[10 marks]
What words and phrases used
by the writer help present
Emma’s character? What
evidence will you use?

Note this question is
worth 10 marks

How do I tackle Q03?
Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile away,
there was an island called Wreck Island. There was an underwater ridge
running out to Wreck Island and there was a local tradition that at low tide it
was possible to walk to the island along the ridge. The water would come up
to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea into her head that she would like
to walk out to Wreck Island. She couldn’t explain why. To Robbie, she put it
down to boredom and said it was a challenge. She wanted to persuade him
to make the walk with her. She wasn’t totally reckless and, although she still
believed she was invincible, she didn’t mind having a little back-up. She
knew that Robbie didn’t really want to go but she also knew he wouldn’t be
able to resist the word challenge. She made it clear that she was going
anyway and in the end he agreed to accompany her. He said she’d need
someone to keep an eye on her, in case she got into trouble. Emma chose
their gear carefully, including bathing suits, running shoes and floppy sun
hats. She felt they should each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick
for feeling their way under the water. At low tide they set out and there
were a few spectators there to see them off.

Near the house there was a beach and across from it, about half a mile
away, there was an island called Wreck Island. There was an underwater
ridge running out to Wreck Island and there was a local tradition that at
low tide it was possible to walk to the island along the ridge. The water
would come up to your neck, they said. Emma got the idea into her head
that she would like to walk out to Wreck Island. She couldn’t explain why.
To Robbie, she put it down to boredom and said it was a challenge. She
wanted to persuade him to make the walk with her. She wasn’t totally
reckless and, although she still believed she was invincible, she didn’t
mind having a little back-up. She knew that Robbie didn’t really want to
go but she also knew he wouldn’t be able to resist the word challenge.
She made it clear that she was going anyway and in the end he agreed
to accompany her. He said she’d need someone to keep an eye on her,
in case she got into trouble. Emma chose their gear carefully, including
bathing suits, running shoes and floppy sun hats. She felt they should
each carry a water bottle and a long walking stick for feeling their way
under the water. At low tide they set out and there were a few spectators
there to see them off.

How do I tackle question Q03?
What are the features of a successful answer?
• The section of text is tracked carefully
• Evidence used is precise and well-chosen
• The focus is on how the writer presents the named
character
• There are a range of points made
• There is commentary and analysis of what the character
says and does, and the words/phrases used by the writer

How do I tackle question Q03?
What are the features of a successful answer?

How do I tackle question Q03?
Marking Scheme for Q03 can be accessed here.
The question is marked in bands, based on the clarity of your comments and analysis, the
range of points made, and the evidence selected to support your points. The indicative
content (some things candidates might pick up on) is below:

What should I do next?
Read Question 04
Read lines 31-55.
How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic?
You should write about:
•
•
•

what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement
and drama
the effects on the reader

You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer,
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
[10 marks]

How do I tackle Q04?
Assessment Objective: AO2 the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use
language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject
terminology where appropriate.
Suggested time for answering: 10-12 MINUTES
Marks available [10 marks]
Approach:
Step 1 Read Q04 TWICE and highlight key words/commands/focus of question.
Step 2 Re-read the part of the text you are directed to. Use a ruler and a pencil to ‘box
off’ this part of the text so you don’t go outside the lines given in the question.
Step 3 Highlight words/phrases in the text which will help you to answer the question.
Step 4 Review what you have highlighted in light of the key words from the question.
Step 5 Identify which pieces of information best answer the question set.
Step 6 Write your answer using your selected information.
TOP TIPS – This is a 10 mark question. You will need to make a range of points and track
through the section of text methodically. Use the bullet points to help guide you and note
that you are asked to consider structure as well as language here.

Unpacking the question
Read Question 04
Read lines 31-55.

Don’t use any evidence from
outside these lines

How does the writer make these lines exciting and dramatic?
You should write about:

Focus of
question.

Don’t forget to comment
on what happens!

•
•
•

what happens in these lines to build excitement and drama
the writer’s use of language and structure to create excitement
and drama
Comment on structure as well
the effects on the reader
as language

You must refer to the language used in the text to support your answer,
using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
[10 marks]

How do I tackle Q04?
Emma went first. Finding the ridge was not difficult. The water was quickly up to her armpits but the
footing wasn’t bad. The ridge was about a foot wide and dropped steeply on either side. A quarter of
the way out, Emma realised that the water was much colder than it was when you just went
swimming in it. Also the current was stronger than she had thought. The truth was she hadn’t given it
much attention. The tide had begun to run in again and she decided they wouldn’t try to walk back but
would signal someone to come out and get them. Until then she had not thought about getting back.
This was typical of Emma. She disliked going backwards. She felt the waves were getting bigger and,
although she was managing by using her stick, it was harder to keep her footing. Her muscles were
beginning to ache and she had to concentrate, which was why she didn’t look around earlier to see
where Robbie was. Now she did.At first she didn’t see him at all. He wasn’t on the ridge behind her,
where he should have been. What she did see was that the hill overlooking the bay was covered with
people, sitting quietly, as if at a play and watching the performance going on before them. The
performance was Robbie drowning. He had been swept off the ridge and was being carried out to sea
by the current. All she could see was his sun hat. As she watched, an arm came up then sank again.
She raised her stick in the air and shook it at the hillside. ‘Do something!’ she yelled. She pointed at
Robbie with the stick, as if it were a magic wand and she could command him to stop and float
backwards. She felt helpless. She knew she could not swim after him and rescue him. If she did that,
they would both be lost. She had to keep walking or the water would soon be too high.
In the end, they sent out Horace in an ancient rowboat. Nobody else would chance it. Everybody sane
kept their boats at the other side of the island where there was a safe harbour, but Horace was
stubborn and liked to keep his boat where he could watch it. He was also, luckily for Robbie, as strong
as an ox. He fished Robbie out of the water and rowed back to shore. The crowd cheered and Robbie
went into shock.

How do I tackle question Q04?
What are the features of a successful answer?
• The section of text is tracked carefully
• Evidence used is precise and well-chosen. There is a lot
of evidence that could be selected, and you can’t use it
all. Selection is very important
• The focus is on how the writer creates drama and
excitement
• A range of points are made from across the given lines
• There is commentary and analysis of what happens, and
the words/phrases/structure used by the writer

How do I tackle question Q04?
What are the features of a successful answer?
Initially, Atwood creates the impression that everything was safe enough through the phrase,
‘not difficult’. However, immediately indicates the height of the water getting ‘up to her
armpits’ suggesting the initial surprise of Emma. Atwood also makes these lines exciting by
describing the ridge which they are walking along. The phrases, ‘a foot wide’ and ‘dropped
steeply’ suggest how precarious the ridge is and how easily something could go wrong.
Atwood also creates drama when she describes the conditions as being worse than Emma
had thought. The water was ‘colder’, and the current was ‘stronger 'suggest the harsh
conditions and the thought that the walk would be harder than expected. The fact that the
‘tide had begun to rise again’ and ‘the waves were getting bigger’ foreshadow a catastrophic
event about to occur. By describing the physical strain that Emma is under, ‘with her muscles
beginning to ache’, Atwood creates the impression that Emma might not make it. Atwood
also creates a sense of panic in the line, ‘she didn’t see him at all’ when Emma looks for
Robbie. The line creates a sense of foreboding for what has happened to him. Atwood also
emphasises the horror of Robbie drowning by describing it as a ‘performance’. The oxymoron
highlights the danger that Robbie is in and the fact that no one is helping him. Lastly Atwood
create drama when she describes Emma as being unable to help, describing her as ‘helpless’
suggesting Robbie could be left to die.

How do I tackle question Q04?
Marking Scheme for Q04 can be accessed here.
The question is marked in bands, based on the clarity of your comments and analysis, the range of points made, and the
evidence selected to support your points. The indicative content (some things candidates might pick up on) is below:

What should I do next?
Read Question 05
To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also
consider the passage as a whole.

“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both
Emma and Robbie.” How far do you agree with this view?
[10]
You should write about:
•

•

your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie
are presented in these lines and in the passage as a whole
how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings

You must refer to the text to support your answer.

How do I tackle Q05?
Assessment Objective: AO4 This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this
with appropriate textual reference.

Suggested time for answering: 12-14 MINUTES
Marks available [10 marks]
Approach:
Step 1 Read Q05 TWICE and and highlight key words/commands/focus of question
Step 2 Skim the passage again in its entirety
Step 3 Think about the statement and whether you fully agree, fully disagree or see different sides.
This will depend upon the nature of the text and question.
Step 4 Once you have decided what you think about the statement, the process is the same as the
other 10 mark questions, track through the text to find the best evidence to support your
opinion
Step 5 Identify which pieces of your highlighted evidence best answer the question set
Step 6 Write your answer using your selected information

TOP TIPS – This is the ‘evaluation question’ but remember that all this means is that you give your
opinions on the given statement with relevant supporting evidence. Make sure you leave yourself
enough time to do this question as you will have to consider the whole passage in your response.

Unpacking the question
To answer this question you need to read lines 56-70 and also
consider the passage as a whole.

Focus of
question

“The writer uses the walk to Wreck Island to show a change in both Emma
and Robbie.”

How far do you agree with this view?
You should write about:

Instruction to give
your opinion

[10 marks]

Give own opinions keeping
focus of question in mind

• your thoughts and feelings about how Emma and Robbie are
presented in these lines and in the passage as a whole

• how the writer has created these thoughts and feelings
Think about how the writer has
shaped your opinion

You must refer to the text to support your answer.

Use relevant
evidence from
across the whole
passage to support
your opinions

How do I tackle question Q05?
What are the features of a successful answer?
• The response considers the whole passage
• There is a clear focus on the statement given
• Opinions are always supported with appropriate
evidence from the text
• The response has a coherent stance
• There is evaluation of authorial methods and how these
methods have shaped the reader’s opinions
• A range of points are made to support opinions

How do I tackle question Q05?
What are the features of a successful answer?

How do I tackle question Q05?
Marking Scheme for Q05 can be accessed here. The question is marked in bands, based on the clarity of your opinions and overall evaluation.
The indicative content is below:

What should I do next?
Read Section B

How do I tackle Section B?
Assessment Objectives:

AO5: Communicate clearly, effectively, and imaginatively, selecting
and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes
and audience. Organise information and ideas, using structural and
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.
AO6: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity,
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.
Suggested time for answering: 45 MINUTES

Marks available [40 marks]

How do I tackle Section B?
Approach:
Step 1 Read the instructions carefully and note that 24 marks are awarded for
communication and organisation and 16 marks are awarded for
vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation.
Step 2 Read the titles and choose one of them.
Step 3 Make a plan e.g. story arc, main event, character, first or third person.
Step 4 Check that your plan makes sense. A coherent plot should be at the
heart of your writing.
Step 5 Write your story and ensure you stay focused on the title chosen.
Step 6 Proofread your writing.
TOP TIPS – The titles will offer you an opportunity to write imaginatively or from
your own experiences. Play to your strengths. Do you prefer to write in first
person or third person? Can you use an experience you have had as a basis for
your writing or are you able to take a title and write a convincing ‘imagined’ story?
There are a lot of marks available for technical accuracy so you must leave time to
proofread your work for errors.

How do I tackle Section B?
What are the features of a successful answer?
• The narrative clearly links to one of the specified titles
• Whether writing from the imagination or real experience,
there is enough detail and development to make the story
convincing
• The plot has a sense of purpose and direction and engages
the reader
• Characterisation is developed and sustained
• Vocabulary choices are relevant and effective
• Spelling and punctuation is checked and ‘basics’ like full
stops are used consistently accurately
• Ideas are linked and the response is cohesive and coherent.
It ‘makes sense’

Title

Plot has a clear sense
of direction
Tenses are
inconsistent
Convincing use of dialogue
to develop character

Plot is difficult to
follow
Punctuation and spelling
are mostly accurate
Vocabulary is used
precisely/ appropriately
Basic punctuation such as
full stops not always used
correctly

Effective structure and
organisation of events

How do I tackle Section B?
The Marking Scheme for Section B can be accessed here. The question is marked in bands.

Find marked example responses on our Eduqas OER website.

TOP TIPS SUMMARY
1. Try to follow the timings of the paper as indicated on the front cover.
2. In Section A, read the passage TWICE before attempting to answer the
questions on it.
3. Read each question TWICE and highlight the key words/focus in the
question.
4. Note how many marks each question is worth.
5. For Q01-Q04, box off line numbers and make sure you don’t go outside
the lines stated in the question.
6. For Q05, remember to consider the whole passage.
7. In Section B, think carefully about the title you choose and stay focused
on this throughout.
8. Plan your writing before starting your response and make sure you
know the direction of your plot.
9. Ensure you leave enough time at the end of the exam to proofread your
creative writing response.
10. Answer all the questions in the paper to maximise your chances.

Any Questions?
Do you have any
further questions
about the format of
the exam?
If so, write them on
a post-it note and
stick it to the front
of your paper to
give to your
teacher.

