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The written exam takes 2 hours and 15 minutes in total and is worth 60% of your entire
English Literature GCSE.
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Assessment objectives (AOs) are the same across all GCSE English Literature exam boards,
they are used by the examiner to mark and evaluate how well you have constructed your essay.
Paper 2 will measure how you have achieved the following AO’s in order to give you your final
mark:
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To reach the top marks for the most important AO’s here are a few tips that will come in handy for
Paper 2:
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In Section A, there are four different types of questions you could get asked in the
exam:

Alternative Interpretations
For the top grades, examiners are looking for students to be able to write their responses
in a sophisticated manner, showing the examiner that they have understood the text
thoroughly and that they are able to write about multiple, alternative interpretations in regard to
expressing their thoughts about the writer’s craft.
Alternative interpretations show the examiner that you are a top student who has really engaged
with the text at hand as it shows that you have a sophisticated and broad understanding of the
writer’s purpose.
Some example sentence starters that you could use to show the examiner that you are engaging
with multiple interpretations are:
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When you’ve read the question, don’t just start writing. You need to PLAN what you are going to
write. The best way to do this is to brainstorm ideas then work out which ideas you are going to
use and which order you are going to write them in. Here are some questions to ask yourself to
help you do this, and some example plans.

What you should be thinking about when responding to a
character question:
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Example of a character question - Sheila Birling
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What you should be thinking about when responding to a theme question:

Example of a theme question - Responsibility
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What you should be thinking about when responding to a question on the
relationship between two characters.

Example of a relationship question - Mr Birling and The Inspector
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What you should be thinking about when responding to a question based
upon context.

Example of a context question - Priestley’s Attitudes Towards Class

www.pmt.education

How to Write a Top Grade Response
Section B is worth 30 marks. You should aim to write: an introduction, at least two comparative
paragraphs, and a conclusion.

Points to Remember for the Top Grades

Writer’s Techniques
To achieve the highest grade, students will be expected to comment on the poet’s use
of language, structure and form to craft a conceptualised response to the question.
However, students must avoid simply stating the technique that is being used, as this will not
be credited by the examiner. What will be credited by the examiner is the level of sophistication
that the comment has; you must write about how the technique used by the poet links to the
question.
For example, if the question was about how the writer explores the theme of power, a student
would not be credited for simply stating ‘Ferrara’s poem ‘My Last Duchess’ is in the form of a
dramatic monologue’. Yet, students would be credited if they said ‘Ferrara cleverly implements
the dramatic monologue form as this conveys the narrator’s sense of power and control’, as
this relates to the question.
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What you should be thinking about when you read the Unseen Poems
In the exam you should make sure you read the unseen poem at least two times to make sure
that you are really understanding the literal meaning of the poem, and begin to think about the
hidden, implicit meanings as well. You should approach the unseen poem in a stepwise manner
as such -

How to Compare Two Unseen Poems
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This question does not require a lot - to structure your answer you could do three paragraphs
that look like this (this is only a basic template):

1. Comparative topic sentence
Both poems convey the theme of _______ through their respective implementations of linguistic
features.

2. Comparing writer’s method
In ‘[Poem A]’ the poet employs the metaphor “_____” to convey the theme of ____ whereas in
‘[Poem B]’ the poet implements the oxymoron “____” to convey the same theme.

3. Link both points made back to your topic sentence

Hidden Meanings
To achieve the highest marks in Section C, it is recommended that students look at the
deeper, hidden meaning of the unseen poems as this will really increase the sophistication of your
response.
For both questions you should identify both the literal meaning and the hidden meaning of the
poem in your thesis statement and then explore both meanings throughout your analysis
paragraphs. Look out for the tip about alternative interpretations to help you with this!
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