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It  is  important  to highlight  or  underline  the  important  key  words  in  the  question  and  extract  that                  
you   are   given   to   help   you    focus   on   the   particular   theme   or   character .   

In   the   extract,   you   may    highlight   important   quotes    that   relate   to   the   question   at   hand.  

Using  an  example  from  AQA  Paper  1  2017 this  guide  will  show  you  how  you  should approach                  
highlighting  or  underlining  your  question and extract to  help  to  construct  your  plan  and               
eventually  writing  your  essay.  Additionally,  the  guide  will  also  show  you  what  you  should  be                
thinking   about   to    enhance   the   sophistication    of   your   response.   

 
 
 

https://bit.ly/pmt-cc
https://bit.ly/pmt-cchttps://bit.ly/pmt-edu



https://bit.ly/pmt-edu-cc https://bit.ly/pmt-cc

 

In  the  question  above,  we  have underlined  the  important  key  words  in  the  question  and  also                 
important  parts  of  the extract as  you  would  do  in  the  exam.  You  can  also  see  how  you  can                    
annotate    the   exam   paper   to   help   construct   a   plan   and   stimulate   relevant   ideas.  
It’s  a  good  idea  to read  the  question  first  so  that  when  you  read  the  extract  you  are  able  to                     
quickly  highlight  the  quotes  from  the  extract  that  are  the  most  relevant  to  the  question  without                 
wasting   time.  
 

 

        AQA   says   that   students   must…      Edexcel   says   that   students   must...  

 
 

As  you  can  see, both  AQA  and  Edexcel  (and  all  other  exam  boards) use  the  same                 
assessment  objectives  to  measure  their  student’s  essay  writing  capabilities  (although           
between   papers   the   weightings   for   each   AO   differ).  

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  how  the  AO’s  are  assessed  in  each  paper  for  your                   
particular  exam  board  then  you  should  take  a  look  at  the PMT  GCSE  English  Literature                
guides  for  each  paper  for  your  specific  exam  board,  as  these  have  more  detailed               
information   about   how   to   approach   each   section   of   each   paper!  
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Although  you  don’t  have  a  lot  of  time  to  annotate  and  plan  in  the  exam  you  should  still  spend at                     
least     5   minutes    annotating   and   planning   your   essay.    Don’t   just   start   writing!  

Examiners  have  identified  that  a lack  of  planning  proved  to  be  an  issue when  students  wrote                 
their  essays.  This  is  because without  a  plan many  students  tend  to repeat  their  points  and  not                  
show  a  clear  link  between  each  paragraph  which  is  what  we  want  to  avoid  if  you  are  aiming  to                    
get   the    top   grades .   From   your   annotations   you   can   now   begin   to    construct   a   plan .   

 
What   you   should   include   in   your   plan:  
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When  you  are  planning  your  topic  sentences  you  should  be  making  sure  that  they link so  that                  
your   essay   comes   across   as    fluent   and   well   structured .   

For   example,   if   your   first   topic   sentence   for   your   first   paragraph   is   something   like   this:  

 

 

Your   next   topic   sentence   should    smoothly   follow    on   from   the   first   one,   for   example:   

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
Your  introduction  should  briefly  outline what  you  are  going  to  write  about  in  your  main  body                 
paragraphs .   
 
For  the  top  grades,  examiners  are  looking  for  your  introduction  to  be coherent as  a  whole  which                  
means   that   your   main   argument   must   be    strong    and   not    too   complex .   
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Assessment   objective   colour   key:  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Your  analysis  paragraphs  will  be  the  main  part  of  your  essay.  Through  these  paragraphs  you  are                 
given  the  opportunity  to  show  off  your  essay  writing  skills  and prove  your  main  argument  that                 
you   have   stated   in   your   thesis .   
 
Students  should  try  to avoid  implementing  contextual  factors  that  are  clearly  not  relevant or               
are   just   ‘bolted   on’   at   the   end   of   your   paragraph.   
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Your   conclusion    shouldn’t   be   a   complete   copy   of   your   thesis ,   but   it   should    depict   the   same  
ideas    and    summarise    what   you   have   spoken   about   in   your   essay   as   a   whole   alongside   the  
writer’s   main   purpose .  

Understandably,   this   can   be   a   tricky   thing   for   students   to   grasp   but   not   too   much   time   should   be  
spent   on   the   conclusion.   Here   are   some   examples   below   to   help   you   out.  
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To   reach   the    top   marks    for   the   most   important   AO’s   here   are   a   few   tips   that   will   come   in   handy   for  
when   you   are   writing   your   essays:  
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Main   Body   
There   should   be   at   least    3   paragraphs    which   make   up   the    main   body   of   your   essay .   You   could…  

● Examine relationships between  characters  (conflict  between  Mr  Birling  &  the  Inspector  and             
class,   Eva   &   Gerald’s   relationship   and   gender)  

● Examine  a specific  character (Sheila  and  social  mobility/gender,  Eva  the  fallen  woman/working             
class)   

● Compare   two   contrasting   characters   (Mrs   Birling   &   Sheila   and   gender   roles)  
● Use  your  sentences  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  paragraphs  to  make  your  essay  flow.                 

Remember   to   use    LINKING   WORDS    to   help   you   do   this.  
● Furthermore,   moreover,   conversely,   etc.  
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