DO IT NOW

Charles Blondin was a French tightrope walker and acrobat. He was the first man to walk across
Niagara Falls on a tightrope. This extract is taken from a book about Blondin by George Banks,
written in 1862.

Blondin: His Life and Performances

Know it: Read the texts twice.

To those who have never visited Niagara Falls, it is difficult to convey what a stupendous and awe-
inspiring place it is, one of the grandest objects of nature which the world possesses. The chasm is
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Grasp it: Read the texts twice
o o
. . and starte  To those who have never visited Niagara Falls, it is difficult to convey what a stupendous and awe-
S th t th t t 5 rope, he s inspiring place it is, one of the grandest objects of nature which the world possesses. The chasm is
UI , , l ) , ar’se e e Ven S O e ex In proceedec 1100 feet across and spanning this tremendous space, at the dizzy height of 160 feet, was the fragile
a back sor rope, fixed for the event on 30" June 1859. It was the first time that any human being had dared to
[ greeted wi  cross the terrible Niagara. No human hand could extend the feeblest aid in case of accident, and to
b UIlet pOIn ts eaCh rope, this i miss the footing was to meet with certain death.
e the shore,
and took 2 An audience every way befitting the occasion graced the marvellous scene. Canadian steamers
unlashed t arrived, packed with visitors and the railway cars literally swarmed with eager and expectant eye-
witnesses. In all, 25,000 persons were present and house-tops, windows, and all the points on nearby
h H k - R h H During the land were occupied with curious spectators. Every eye watched him as he made his appearance and
T 'n It. ea t e texts tW’Ceo When allw  the air rang with shouts and encouragement of the heartiest kind.
occupied i
o o P After inspecting the tightrope, Blondin picked up his balance-pole, stepped nimbly upon the rope
On you r th ' r d r e ad ’ n g sta rt to and started on his journey from America towards Canada. Proceeding towards the centre of the
y 4 rope, he seated himself complacently, and took a look at the scene around him. Starting again, he
proceeded towards the shore, again stopped, lying at full length on his back for a moment, turned
a back somersault, and regaining his feet, walked rapidly to his landing place. On his arrival he was
Compare the two texts and the greeted with loud cheers. After an interval of twenty minutes, he again made his appearance on the

rope, this time with a picture-taking apparatus on his back. Advancing some two hundred feet from
the shore, he lashed his balance-pole to the cable, unstrapped his load, adjusted it in front of him,
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Big Question: Can | decode and engage with ideas in a text?
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What does the paper look like?

2
SECTION A: 20 MARKS
Answer all of the foowing guestions.

The separate Resource Material for use with Section A /s a rewspaper amcle, Mk Walends
Afakes MHisiory at Niagara Fadls, " by Jacob Burnett.

The extract on the opposite page is from a Siography of Blondn. a famous Sghdrope waker, called
‘Biondn: MHis Life and Performances,” by Georpe Banks.

Read the mowspaper articie ‘Nik Wallenda Makes History at Niagara Falis' in the soparate
Resource Matorial.

m &) How far above the water was Nik Wallenda wihen he made his sghtrope walk? [7]

(o) Name one Ting that made it Affcult for spectators in Canada 20 see Walenca
making his cros=ng. e)]

) Gree the name of one of the spectators who waiched Nik Walienda. in
E:lz How does the writer try %0 show Tt Nk Wallenda's sghtrope walk was astonishing and

dramatic?

You should comment o

- what he says

+ his use of anguage, Tone and s¥ucture
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EE @) Give one detal from the text hat sugoests Nagara Fals = very impressve. [7]
@} What was the size of the orowd that waiched Slondn walk across Nagara Fals?
D)
) How long da Blonain's whole perforrmance on the tightrope last? mn
EE "In this extract, George Sanks presents Blondn in a very positive wary.” How far do you
agree with this view™?
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To answer the following queostions you must use both toxts.

Using smdormation from both fexts, explan briefly n your own words, how the spectators
reacted 1o Bilondn and Wallenda. =]

m Scth of these texts are about lightrope walkers crossing Niagamn Falls.

Compare
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refernng fo.
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Read the newspaper article ‘Nik Wallenda Makes History at Niagara Falls’ in the separate
Resource Material.

111 (a)l How far above the water was Nik Wallenda when he made his tightrope walk? [1]

(b} Name one thing that made it difficult for spectators in Canada to see Wallenda
making his crossing. [1]

(c) Give the name of one of the spectators who watched Nik Wallenda. [1]

11 2 How does the writer try to show that Nik Wallenda's tightrope walk was astonishing and
dramatic?

You should comment on:

« what he says
= his use of language, tone and structure

- other ways the writer tries to show that the tightrope walk was astonishing and
dramatic [10]



Qu e St I O n 1 1 This questio.n.is

testing your ability to

identify explicit
information.

Worth 3 marks and you should spend 4 minutes answering the question.
* Read the information above the question really carefully.
* You simply need to find the answers to the three questions they give you.
* The question is testing you ability to identify explicit information. .
e All answers must be written in sentences.
* |f you include quotations, you cannot quote for the entirety of your answer.
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Question 1.2

AO2 the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language to achieve effects and influence readers, using
relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
10 marks
10-12 minutes
* Track the text carefully in order and highlight key words/commands/focus of the question.
* Write an ‘overview’ sentence at the start of your long paragraph
* Prove the overview point with 8-9 embedded quotations and brief analysis of what each shows. (So lots of Evidence
and Analysis points only)
 Two of these should be analysed or zoomed in on.
* Use subject terminology if it is appropriate.

COMMENT EVIDENCE EXPLAIN




How does the writer try to show that Nik Wallenda's tightrope walk was astonishing and
dramatic?

You should comment on:

« what he says
« his use of language, tone and structure

= other ways the writer tries to show that the tightrope walk was astonishing and
dramatic [10]
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Includes a good range of relevant details and comments. 7

Using the model response
Create a success criteria for this question



To answer the following questions you must read the extract by George Banks on the
opposite page.

113 (@) Give one detail from the text that suggests Niagara Falls is very impressive. [1]

(b) What was the size of the crowd that watched Blondin walk across Niagara Falls?

(1]

(¢) How long did Blondin's whole performance on the tightrope last? [1]




Qu ESt I O n 1 3 This questio.n.is

testing your ability to

identify explicit
information.

Worth 3 marks and you should spend 4 minutes answering the question.
* Read the information above the question really carefully.
* You simply need to find the answers to the three questions they give you.
* The question is testing you ability to identify explicit information. .
e All answers must be written in sentences.
* |f you include quotations, you cannot quote for the entirety of your answer.
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Question 1.4

AOA4: This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual reference.
10 marks
10-12 minutes
* Track the text carefully in order and highlight key words/commands/focus of the question.
* Write an ‘overview’ sentence at the start of your long paragraph. Decide where you fully agree, fully disagree or see
different sides.
* Prove the overview point with 8-9 embedded quotations and brief analysis of what each shows. (So lots of Evidence
and Analysis points only)
 Two of these should be analysed or zoomed in on.
* Use subject terminology if it is appropriate.
 TOP TIPS — This is the ‘evaluation question’ but remember that all this means is that you give your opinions on the
given statement with relevant supporting evidence

COMMENT EVIDENCE EXPLAIN




To answer the following questions you must read the extract by George Banks on the
opposite page.

11| 4 “In this extract, George Banks presents Blondin in a very positive way.” How far do you
agree with this view?

You should comment on:

+ what the writer says
* how the writer says it [10]

You must refer to the text to support your comments.
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Relevant comment on the way Blondin is presented. 6

Decide as a class a WWW and an EBI.
WWW:
EBI:



To answer the following questions you must use both texts.

119 Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words, how the spectators
reacted to Blondin and Wallenda. [4]
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Good range of detail from both texts. 4

4 marks
5-6 minutes




Question 1.6

AO3: This question tests the ability to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed across the

two texts.

10 marks
10-12 minutes

» Track the text carefully in order and highlight key words/commands/focus of the question.

* Write an ‘overview’ sentence at the start of your long paragraph. Comparison of the content is relevant and clear
and both texts are referred to. Prove the overview point with 4 embedded quotations and brief analysis of what
each shows (from each text) Two of these should be analysed or zoomed in on.

* Use subject terminology if it is appropriate.

 TOP TIPS — Use the bullet points to help structure your response. To access higher marks you will need to look at
‘how’ as well as ‘what’.




|
To answer the following questions you must use both texts.

116 Both of these texts are about tightrope walkers crossing Niagara Falls.

Compare:

+ what Blondin and Nik Wallenda did during their crossings of Niagara Falls
* how the writers try to convey the dangers of crossing Niagara Falls [10]

You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are
referring to.




WAGOLL

Both the "Penny Review™ and the Chilean mining article finish with the miners being rescued.
This creates a sense of drama as the rest of the texts build up tension and anticipation for their
rescue. However, in the Chilean article the day of the rescue is also mentioned at the
beginning: the “scenes of jubilation erupted” as the miners were rescued. This dramatic verb
“erupted” portrays the excitement and intense relief from the crowd of family and onlookers as
the rescued miners “cried”, “prayed” and “wrapped their arms around their wives and children”,
creating a sense of drama. In the "Penny Review’, the writer does not use the reaction of the
crowd after the rescue to create drama but instead builds up the description of the “increased
activity” before the rescue and leading to it. The writer creates drama by creating a new sense
of hope for the people digging to the trapped miners.

Both articles describe the rescue day with a similar tone of amazement and admiration but also
relief. The "Penny Review  mentions how, on the morning of the rescue day, “a rumour spread”
that the men were alive. This creates a build up of anticipation for the reader as the noun
‘rumour’ creates a sense of uncertainty. In the Chile article the onlookers’ emotions are also
described. There is a greater sense of relief in the Chile article as “onlookers sobbed” as they
were overwhelmed by the day of the rescue. This intense emotion creates drama for the day,
especially as the president of the country, President Pinera, is at the mine to greet the men.
Furthermore, the pride is felt by the country as in the nearby town the people celebrated and
chanted, “Chile! Chile! Chile!” which suggests they feel a huge sense of relief. The writer uses
this to capture a sense of the drama of the day. In this way, both articles use tension/emotion to

create a sense of drama for the day.



To answer the following questions you must use both texts.

1

6

Both of these texts are about tightrope walkers crossing Niagara Falls.

Compare:

« what Blondin and Nik Wallenda did during their crossings of Niagara Falls
» how the writers try to convey the dangers of crossing Niagara Falls [10]

You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are
referring to.

Writing a response together







